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PASTOR'S RESPONSE: 

This is the third edition of 

INSPIRE, how has the journey 

being so far?

What should we be expecting 

from INSPIRE in the 

forthcoming year 2019?

Our Vision is to share the story of 

the 'every day' people. The 

Channel of doing this would be 

through the Media. In this part of 

the world, Media projects image, 

Media tells who you are, Media 

denes you. Every successful 

organization is very concerned 

about how they are portrayed in 

PASTOR'S RESPONSE:

We thank God, the journey of 

INSPIRE has been an interesting 

one. Just like any seed that is 

planted, it goes through a lot of 

growing phases before it comes 

to full manifestation, considering 

the vision was conceived over 10 

years ago in 2007 and the rst 

edition was printed 10yrs after. 

The fact that we have produced 

three editions successful, 

coupled with very tremendous 

feedback and astounding 

comments only further reinforces 

the reality that we are on the right 

path. I strongly believe that 

having the right people on board 

(who have the same vision) 

combined with the grace of God 

is also one of the strong factors 

we have working well for us at 

INSPIRE. I can authoritatively say 

the sky is the limit for us and I am 

excited, hopeful, encouraged and 

INSPIRED.

There have been quite a 

few challenges, however I 

cannot over emphasis the 

quality of people in House 

of David who have been 

the brain behind INSPIRE 

and equally understand the 

vision that birth 

INSPIRE. Working with 

them has required 

minimal supervision, 

That been said, the 

challenges encountered 

would include: Time, 

(as most of the editorial 

team have full time 

jobs), securing advert 

placement and 

sponsorship for the 

magazine so that 

INSPIRE can self-nance its 

production. At the moment, the 

church House of David has been 

nancing the production of 

INSPIRE. Having mentioned the 

challenges, the Quality and 

content of INSPIRE magazine has 

endeared more people, thereby 

increasing the request for advert 

placements, Also the focus group 

INSPIRE targets, has being a 

major attracting force which has 

drawn more individuals and 

organizations to INSPIRE, this 

has further now increased the 

request for advert placements.

Since the debut of INSPIRE, 

What challenges were 

encountered and how where 

they surmounted?

PASTOR'S RESPONSE:



I can authoritatively 

say the sky is the 

limit for us and I am 

excited, hopeful, 

encouraged and 

INSPIRED.

Olumide Ademidun. 
info@thehouseofdavid.ca 

THOD, Milton

The good book also says “out of the 

abundant of heart the mouth speaks”. 

Speak positively and declare to everyone 

that care to listen particularly to yourself, 

who I am.

Whenever we have the opportunity to 

dene or introduce our selves by using the 

two most powerful word “I AM..”, we 

should be careful how we do that. We 

should be careful what follows that two 

words because whatever follows those two 

words will certainly begin to follow you.

There is a different between who AM I and 

Who I AM. The latter indicate perhaps you 

are not even sure of who you are so you 

really are asking a question and when you 

do that, we give people opportunity to 

dene us. However, when we say Who I 

am, we are telling people what you are 

made of, some of which may not 

have manifested yet, some of 

it may not be visible or even 

know to the people but 

you still need to tell 

people who you are.

We need to look deep to really know who 

we really are. We need to look beyond the 

immediate circumstances and understand 

what is in inside of us. 

We are not the facebook, Instagram, 

whatsApps persona we claim to be neither 

are we that 'good for nothing', 'never do 

well' our detractor sees us to be but who 

we are, the real you is who you are when 

you are alone, when you reect on your life 

and path – the very thought of what you 

imagine or think about your future at that 

moment is the REAL you.

Who I am should become your daily creed 

and daily confession and when you speak 

it long enough it will certainly begin to start 

manifesting in your life and hopefully you 

will start believing yourself.

Who you are is not, and never meant to 

be, what people can see rather it is who 

you are meant to be, your end state. Your 

nish you!!

More than ever, it is 

very important to 

dene yourself to 

yourself otherwise 

people will dene you. In 

this highly social media 

driven world that we now 

live, it's very difcult for one 

to know or determine the 

identify of anyone. When I 

say identity, I am not 

referring to your bio data like 

date of birth, place of birth or 

what have you but your unseen persona. 

This may be particularly difcult thing to 

do, especially in the face of intimidation, 

when the reality may portray contrast 

circumstances.

The good book says, “As a man thinks in 

his hearth so is he…” When you think 

greatness you become great, when you 

think loyalty you become loyal and 

whatever you confesses with your mouth 

will certainly be pursuing you.

PUBLISHER’S 

OTE
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the media. In essence, I would 

say Media is Key to Success. As 

a growing community, especially 

as we ourish in Milton, the intent 

of INSPIRE is to let our 

community and the world at large 

know about INSPIRE, our values 

and the good works we are 

doing. Hence the best approach 

we conceived was to have our 

own media outlet which is 

INSPIRE, this saves us from 

being constrained with high 

cost of advert in some other 

magazines or limited air time 

on television. 

The goal of INSPIRE especially 

in the forthcoming year is to 

celebrate the 'every day 

people' who have excelled and 

are doing remarkable things. 

People who have migrated 

from different parts of the world 

to start a new life in Canada. 

We want to showcase real life 

stories of People who have 

started from no-where and 

have now made a very good 

life for themselves. We want 

their stories to INSPIRE all and 

sundry, While we know that 

there are already magazines 

out there, the difference in 

INSPIRE and every other 

magazine will be the focal 

point of the stories being 

shared, INSPIRE will be 

sharing stories of 'every day 

people’

PASTOR'S RESPONSE

My take on this is very simple, 

if Cannabis was not good for 

you before the legalization then 

why go  for it after the 

legalization. Whilst I 

understand some people require 

it medically, I totally understand 

and respect such needs. If it was 

not part of your life before the 

legalization, it should not be part 

of your life after the legalization. 

My word on this remains Stay 

away from it if you do not require 

it medically, do not take what will 

harm you.

How has INSPIRE evangelized 

for the body of Christ?

What role has INSPIRE played 

in involving the community of 

Milton as a whole in its    

activities?

One of our initial challenges when 

we started was how much of 

church should be incorporated 

into INSPIRE. There was a lot of 

deliberations by the editorial 

team, after much consideration, 

we agreed as a team, that we 

should come from the 

perspective of INSPIRE selling 

values as against preaching at 

people. Our Target audience 

focuses on different people from 

various walks of life, As a result 

our aim is to ensure that people 

both Christians and non-

Christians who read INSPIRE 

become impressed with the 

magazine, quality both in content 

and production.

PASTOR'S RESPONSE

One of our vision is for INSPIRE 

to inuence our neighbor. 

INSPIRE intends to cover 

everybody's story. It is to let 

people know about the good 

work being done by the people 

that make up the town of 

Milton. That's why we make 

sure that our distribution is top 

notch. We leverage on 

churches as part of our 

distribution mechanism. We 

have editions that targets the 

RCCG annual convention and 

also HOD's Christmas dinner, 

Infact we usually don't have 

enough copies to go round. 

Our Goal is to ensure that 

INSPIRE has a Global 

outreach.

PASTOR'S RESPONSE

What is your take on the 

Legalization of Cannabis?

Summarily, we want our values 

and the output of the magazine to 

evangelize and draw people to 

Christ.

Likewise, other local politicians 

including the town mayor, who 

featured previously in one of our 

past editions also provided an 

encouraging feedback on the 

magazine during one of his 

several visit to our event. 

Knowing our youths are the 

leaders of tomorrow, what role 

has INSPIRE played in the life 

of these youth/kids?

I love children and they are key 

especially to INSPIRE. What we 

have noticed lately is these 

kids/youth are beginning to write 

more editorials for INSPIRE than 

adults. I have come to realize that 

writing is a form of outlet which 

enables these youngsters to 

express what is going on in their 

minds. We have a young girl who 

writes in every edition of INSPIRE. 

One of her writing piece centered 

on her initial challenges with 

settling down in school shortly 

after she migrated to Canada 

.She was able to express herself 

in form of writing, She further 

settled down well in school and 

even won different awards at that 

same school where she was 

initially facing challenges, 

Thankfully INSPIRE was there for 

her to express herself, who would 

have known she was a budding 

talent waiting to be discovered. 

We have plans in the pipeline to 

ensure that all our kids write or 

even draw for INSPIRE. We 

intend having a children section 

in INSPIRE, this will go a long 

way in encouraging and boosting 

their condence level. The Kids 

are really the future of INSPIRE.PASTOR'S RESPONSE

Describe the role INSPIRE has 

played with regards to politics 

and leadership in Milton.

PASTOR'S RESPONSE

Yes, we have slowly but surely 

started moving in that 

perspective. The MP of Milton 

and the Deputy leader of the 

opposition party in Canada, MP 

Lisa Raitt (who was the guest of 

honor)  were at the last Christmas 

Dinner hosted by HOD .(where 

we launched an edition of 

INSPIRE). She was very 

impressed with INSPIRE and 

actually posted it on social 

media. We already have visibility 

with the people in leadership due 

to the extraordinary quality and 

impressive contents of INSPIRE. 

You never can tell whose life is 

being touched.

I would like to INSPIRE everyone 

to invest in Writing. The effects 

are far fetching: it increases one's 

exposure, it encourages 

someone somewhere, and it 

could also lead to employment 

opportunities.

Closing Remarks:

Our Target audience 
focuses on different 
people from various 
walks of life, As a 
result our aim is to 
ensure that people 
both Christians and 
non-Christians who 
read INSPIRE 
becomeimpressed 
with the magazine, 
quality both in 
content and 
production. 

We already have visibility 
with the people in leadership 

due to the extraordinary quality 
and impressive contents of 

INSPIRE.
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I have heard a lot about retirement savings and 

planning, but I am  little confused; Is it true that 

when I have too much income in retirement that the 

government will cut back or reduce what they 

would normally have given to me?

Thank you for this very important question. It is 

actually a question that has come up several times 

in retirement planning and so I am very happy that 

it came up here.

QUESTION

 Old Age Security (OAS):  This is a taxable 

payment that is available and paid to people 

65years and above who meet the Canadian 

legal status and residency requirement and it 

For self-employed and business 

owners; they need to make both 

the employer and employee 

contributions for themselves. If they 

have employees, they must make the 

employer contribution portion and 

deduct the employee portion too directly 

from their paycheck.

How much you receive in retirement is based on 

the contributions you made during your active 

employment years, how long and when you want 

to access the funds. The earliest you can start is at 

age 60 and the latest time is age 70. 

Please visit below website for all additional 

information.  

I will start answering with another question, What 

are the benets that are attributable to us in 

retirement from the government? There are two 

major types and one supplement and they are as 

follows:

The important word to remember here is the word 

CONTRIBUTORY, if you do not contribute, you do 

not receive from the plan in retirement. You can 

only be a contributor if you work in Canada with an 

organizat ion.  There are two port ions to 

contributing to CPP, the employee and employer 

por t ion.  A l l  o rgan izat ion 

contr ibutes the employer 

portion and they deduct the 

employee portion directly from 

their paycheck for onward 

transfer to the government.

 Canada Pension Plan (CPP): Provides income 

replacement in case of retirement, death and 

or disability. “It is a contributory, earnings 

related social insurance program and it is one 

of two major public Canadian retirement 

income system” Wikipedia

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benets/publi

cpensions/cpp/cpp-benet/amount.html 

The important word to 

remember here is the 

word CONTRIBUTORY, 

if you do not contribute, 

you do not receive from 

the plan in retirement.

ASK 

ME 
- Adejisola Atiba 

is paid out of general revenues of the 

government of Canada which means nobody 

pays or contributes into it.

Again please visit the government of Canada's 

website for additional information and qualication 

and eligibility is reviewed annually in July. GIS 

payment may increase, decrease or cease 

depending on the annual income.

After explaining all the above, Canada Pension 

Plan (CPP) is never clawed back or reduced. 

Everyone that made a contribution into it, will 

receive what is due to them based on how long, 

how much was contributed and when you apply to 

start receiving it.

Regarding Old Age Security (OAS), individuals 

with $123, 386 annual income will not receive the 

OAS as it is totally clawed back. If you have an 

individual annual income above $75,910, then you 

will have a claw back rate of 15% for the difference. 

These gures are for 2018 tax year and always 

indexed against ination.

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benets/publi

cpensions/cpp/old-age-security/payments.html

There are calculators, tool kits, guide and 

additional information on government of 

Canada website that wil l  help you to 

understand more about OAS and also 

calculate your entitlement. Please visit

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benets/

publicpensions/cpp/old-age-security.html for 

more in-depth details.

For additional clarication, the only pension that 

reduces or not paid at all is the Old Age Security 

(OAS), the maximum taxable payment in 2018 tax 

year is $600.85 monthly for individuals who have 

lived in Canada for 40 years after the age of 18.

Again you must earn an annual income of 

$123,386 not to receive $600.85 from OAS 

monthly. Now a nal question; What percentage of 

Canadians actually fall into that category? Food for 

thought.

 Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS):  This 

is a monthly non-taxable benet to Old Age 

Security (OAS) recipient with low income and 

are living in Canada. An individual with an 

annual income of $18,216 will be eligible for 

GIS and a couple with combined annual 

income of $24,048 will also be eligible for 

$897.42 and $540.23 respectively.

“Whenever you nd it difcult to obey those 

over you, whether you like it or not, you are 

guilty of pride”. - E. A. Adeboye

“When the value of a thing is not known, 

it is subject to abuse”. - Olumide Ademidun 

"Stop watering things that were never meant 

to grow in your life. Water what works, what's 

good, what's right. Stop playing around with 

those dead bones and stuff you can't x, its 

over...leave it alone! You're coming into a 

season of greatness. If you water what's alive 

and divine, you will see harvest like you've 

never seen before. Stop wasting water on 

dead issues, dead relationships, dead people, 

a dead past. No matter how much you water 

concrete, you can't grow a garden." 

- T. D. Jakes 

“When we clear away our regrets, Joy 

replaces resentment and peace replaces 

conict”. - Charles Swindoll

“Anything you are not serious about, you cannot 

make the most of it”. - David O. Oyedepo

“True peace is not the absence of violence. It is 

the presence of Justice” – Martin Luther King Jr.

“We only affects others by our actions, don't try 

and change anyone, start with yourself” 

– Adejisola Atiba

W O R D S O F  

Compiled by Oluwatofunmi O-Atiba 
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to be married to a rich guy. How 

these two totally dissimilar 

persons meet, fall in love, and 

perish is the core of the movie. 

Some people saw the movie a 

dozen times because of the 

strong love story connection. 

Others have not seen it 

even once because of 

the tragic ending to this 

love story.

How many movies can 

you remember that has love 

between two people as the 

central theme? Everyone loves a 

love story and especially if the 

love story has a happy ending. 

Everyone loves a happy ending.

“Greater love hath no 

man than this, that a 

man lay down his life for 

his friends” - John. 

15:13

If you saw the movie The Titanic 

you may remember it as a great 

epic disaster movie. It was that 

but more. It was rst and above 

all a love story. Jack (Leonardo 

DiCaprio) was the poor kid who 

barely managed to secure 

passage and Rose (Kate Winslet) 

was the high society girl who was 

The movie Cleopatra 

starring Elizabeth Taylor 

and Richard Burton tells in 

ctional form the historical 

relationship between the 

Roman General Antony and 

Egypt's last Pharaoh Cleopatra.

One of the truly great love stories 

in all of history is that which 

existed between England's 

Queen Victoria and her husband 

Prince Albert. Victoria, it is said, 

was a lively, cheerful girl, fond of 

drawing and painting. She 

became England's Queen in 1837 

after the death of her uncle, King 

William IV. In 1840, she married 

her rst cousin, Prince Albert.

HOSEA LOVE TO GOMER
- Olumide Ademidun, THOD, Milton

One of the truly great love 
stories in all of history 
is that which existed 
between England's 
Queen Victoria and 

her husband 
Prince 
Albert.  

I've been talking about both 

ctional and nonction characters 

and their love stories. If you were 

asked to choose a love story from 

the Bible, which one would it be? 

As part of our ground rules for 

this discovery let's say that we 

rule out what most will think of 

immediately as the greatest love 

story in the Bible. They would 

dene it from John 3:16.

Having said that let's allow our 

minds to search throughout the 

Old Testament for examples of 

great love stories.

While at rst Prince Albert was 

unpopular in some circles 

because he was German, he 

came to be admired for his 

honesty, diligence, and his 

devotion to his family. The couple 

had nine children. Victoria loved 

her husband deeply. She relied 

on his advice in matters of state, 

especially in diplomacy. When 

Albert died in 1861, Victoria was 

devastated.

say that the greatest story of love 

is that of God's love for His 

chosen people Israel.

She did not appear in public for 

three years. Her extended 

seclusion generated considerable 

public criticism. Several 

attempts were made on 

Victoria's life. However, 

under the inuence of 

Prime Minister 

Benjamin Disraeli. 

Victoria resumed 

public life, opening 

Parliament in 1866. 

But Victoria never 

stopped mourning her 

beloved prince, wearing 

black until her death in 

1901.During her reign, the 

longest in English history, Britain 

became a world power on which 

"the sun never set."

For the best example of a 

mother's love I would choose 

Jochebed the mother of Moses. 

She deed the king's command 

that all newborns were to be 

killed. She kept her baby in hiding 

as long as humanly possible. She 

devised a clever plan to save him 

that ultimately resulted in Moses 

being called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter. Jochebed's love was 

courageous, self-sacricing,self-

denying, creative and persistent.

I would also add the story of Ruth 

and Naomi that is found in the 

Old Testament book of Ruth, It is 

a  beautiful love story.

While the stories I have chosen 

are good examples of individual 

love I must If God doesn't change [and He 

does not]; if the "gifts and 

calling of God are 

without repentance" 

(Rm. 11:29) [and they 

are not], then it is 

safe to say that 

God's love for His 

people remains as 

strong today as ever.

We think and nd ourselves just 

outside a large village 

somewhere in the land of Israel. It 

is mid- afternoon and the bright 

"When Israel was a child, I loved 

him, and out of Egypt I called My 

son. As they called them, so they 

went from them; they sacriced to 

the Baals, and burned incense to 

carved images. I taught Ephraim 

[i.e., Israel] to walk, taking them 

by their arms; but they did not 

know that I healed them. I drew 

them with gentle cords, with 

bands of love, and I was to them 

as those who take the yoke from 

their neck I stooped and fed 

them" (Hosea 11:1-4 NIV).

Let's enter our "time machine" 

appropriately named The Spirit of 

Imagination and take a journey 

back to a land "far, far away" in a 

time "long, long ago" (to borrow a 

phrase from the Star Wars 

series.) To think it, is to be there.

"The LORD has appeared of old to 

me, saying: 'Yes, I have loved you 

with an everlasting love;'"

Also, according to the words of 

Jeremiah:

The history of this nation that is 

scattered across the ages and 

pages of the Bible is mind-

boggling. Of the many verses 

available I call your attention to 

the words of the Lord from the 

prophet Hosea.

(Jer. 31:3 and see verse 32; and 

Mal. 1:2 NIV).

I want to try to illustrate 

what I consider to be the 

greatest example of love 

(outside of God's love to us 

through our Lord Jesus Christ) 

that can be found anywhere in 

the Bible. My example, my love 

story, is based upon an actual 

historical fact. I don't know the 

little intricate or intimate details 

that comprise this story but, using 

the facts as I have read them, I 

want to weave a story that is 

absolutely accurate in its 

development and outcome.

Jochebed's love was 
courageous, self-

sacri�cing,self-denying, 
creative and 
persistent. 
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She had a roof over her head, her 

own warm bed to sleep in at 

night. Someone standing nearby 

heard the last remark about her 

marrying a preacher and 

conrmed that he had heard too 

that she was in fact a prostitute 

before the preacher took her in.

life was absolutely hopeless.

and most of all free! She once 

knew the warm and tender 

embrace of a loving husband. In 

the process of time she had the 

joy of holding and loving three 

beautiful children. She was loved. 

She was cared for, provided for, 

her every need was met.

As far as she was concerned this 

was just another stranger who 

would take her, use her, maybe 

even abuse her and ultimately 

cast her away. The stranger 

makes his way to the front and 

counts out the 15 shekels into the 

Suddenly from somewhere in the 

back of the crowd a voice strong 

and clear rings out, "I'll give 15 

shekels and ten 10 bushels of 

barley." The auctioneer's jaw 

drops. He can't believe what he 

has just heard. Every head in the 

crowd turns to see the man who 

dared make such an unbelievable 

bid. The woman on the podium 

didn't lift her head.

There was something about her 

old life that was too strong for her 

to deal with. In time some ole boy 

got hold of her, convinced 

everybody that she was his 

personal property and made her 

work for him for a long time. As 

revenue dropped he decided it 

was time to get as much money 

for her

The auction was going slowly. But 

the woman's owner was willing to 

wait as long as it took to get as 

much as he could from this 

worthless creature. The growing 

sentiment among those standing 

around was that she wasn't worth 

fooling with; she should just be 

turned loose to do the best she 

could on her own. They were 

convinced her situation and 

lot in 

as he could. By now she's not 

worth the price of a piece of cloth 

to cover her nakedness but he'll 

try to get a couple of shekels if 

possible. After all, she might 

make somebody a good cook or 

maid, or something . . . if she 

stays home.

People wondered how a guy like 

him could love a girl like 

her but when she 

seemed to settle 

down everybody 

was willing to admit 

that the marriage 

had a good 

chance of 

succeeding. But it 

didn't. She kept 

stepping out on him. 

Nobody knows, of 

course, what happened 

but one day word got out 

that she was gone. She just 

"up and left" it seems. Left her 

husband. Left her kids. Left her 

house and everything. For what? 

It wasn't long before the answer 

to that question came. She was 

doing "tricks" whenever and 

wherever she could.

Everyone knows he's merely 

trying to squeeze one single 

shekel more. In desperation he 

nally says, "Listen! We must 

dispose of this piece of esh 

before we can move on to the 

more protable specimens we 

have available.

Please! Let me hear 11 shekels." 

"End it," someone shouts. "Yeah, 

close the bidding," someone else 

chimes in. "Let the fool who has 

offered 10 shekels have her. 

You're lucky to get that 

much." "She's nothing 

but an old burned-

out, used-up, 

worthless whore," 

someone shouts. 

"Get her down 

from there so we 

can get on to 

something 

worthwhile." "All 

right!" the auctioneer 

shouts. "I have a bid for 

10 shekels. Going once . . 

. . Going twice . . . for ten 

shekels, going twice . . .”

The feeling of most was that she 

was getting exactly what she 

deserved. It was her choice to 

leave her husband and kids. It 

was her choice to go out into the 

streets as a common harlot and 

sell her body to anyone willing. 

Why would anyone want such a 

shiftless, no-good tramp like this 

now? Only a couple of men 

seemed mildly interested in 

bidding. "Gentlemen, gentlemen," 

the auctioneer pleads. "I have a 

ten shekel bid, isn't there any one 

of you who is willing to give me 

11 shekels for . . . for . . . this 

former beauty!"

summer sun beats unmercifully 

upon our loosely clad bodies as 

we slowly move past a shepherd 

leading his sheep toward 

pastureland in the nearby hills. 

Just ahead are eight or ten goats 

being driven toward the town's 

marketplace? Merchant shops 

are open and are doing a brisk 

business. We are aware of the 

sounds of citizens who are 

haggling for a better price.

Our ight into 

fantasy is cut short 

when the 

bystander adds, 

"Yeah, she was 

married to the 

preacher that once lived 

around here." "This poor 

creature was married to a 

preacher?" we repeat 

disbelievingly. "Folks say she was 

nothing but a tramp even before 

they married," he continued. "I'm 

told they had three kids. Nobody 

knows for certain that they were 

his. The oldest was a boy. Then a 

girl was born and after that 

another boy," he said. He didn't 

know any more details, or maybe 

he just gured he shouldn't say 

any more.

At least the picture was getting a 

little clearer. This poor, naked 

creature that is the center of 

attention on this blistering hot 

afternoon standing on the auction 

block to be taken by the highest 

bidder was once young, beautiful 

body. She's worth more than the 

seven- shekel bid I've got." He 

points out this fact to indicate that 

she has been well cared for 

despite her owner's use of her for 

a long time to generate much 

prot by her prostitution. She's 

grown older. There are subtle 

hints of her former beauty. She 

has reached the point when men 

have rejected her because she is 

not one of the young ones. She is 

at the undesirable age. Her 

owner believes there is no more 

prot potential left in her.

It will be a miracle if anyone is 

willing to pay out much to get her. 

"She use to be married," says 

another bystander on our right. 

Married? That comes as a 

surprise and opens a ood of 

other questions. Undoubtedly she 

has seen better days than this. 

We try to visualize a time in her 

youth when she was an 

exceedingly beautiful girl. 

Someone must have fallen in love 

with her. She must have fallen in 

love with some young man. They 

pledged their love to each other. 

Wanting to believe the best, we 

picture a happy wedding 

day and many days of 

wedded bliss as the 

couple began their 

married life 

together.

We have arrived in time to 

observe what appears to be an 

auction of a slave girl. The 

auctioneer's hoarse voice rings 

out, "I have a bid of ve shekels 

for this slave woman, and can I 

hear seven!" Someone on the left 

says, "Seven!" The bidding 

continues as the auctioneer 

cajoles and begs for a higher and 

higher amount. We are curious to 

know more about this person 

who is the object of such shame 

and disgrace. Who is this slave? 

Where does she come from?

How it is that she has come to 

stand on the auction block before 

all the villagers without one stitch 

of clothing on to cover her body? 

We ask these questions to no 

one in particular and we get 

answers from rst one then 

another of those standing near. 

"Who is she, you ask?" says one 

man. "Oh, she's no stranger in 

these parts, I can tell you for sure. 

She's the town whore," he 

answers in a tone of disgust. 

"That's right, she's got the 

reputation in these parts as the 

best prostitute in the region.

A donkey approaches from 

behind. It is loaded with sacks of 

grain. We move to the right as it 

passes on the left, it's owner 

seeming to be in a hurry. The 

closer that we move 

toward the heart of the 

village we become 

aware of the sound 

of many voices just 

down the road. We 

see a throng 

consisting mostly 

of men who are 

gathered in a loose 

semicircle. It is then 

that we can 

distinguish one voice 

above all others. It is the 

voice of the auctioneer!

More than one man has enjoyed 

her favors over the past few 

years." "Look at this woman!" 

exclaims the auctioneer. "She 

doesn't have a mark on 

her 

She's worth more 
than the seven-

shekel bid 
I've got."

By now she's not worth the 
price of a piece of cloth to 
cover her nakedness but 
he'll try to get a couple 

of shekels if 
possible. 
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He not only tells Israel that God is 

holy, he reminds them that God is 

love. Sin not only breaks the Law 

of God it also breaks the heart of 

God. The story of Hosea's 

marriage to Gomer is intended to 

reect a demonstration of God's 

unconditional love.

rst of the so-called Minor 

Prophets. Not that his prophecies 

were of less importance than 

others such as Jeremiah, Isaiah 

or Ezekiel who are known as the 

Major Prophets. It was simply that 

his book is much shorter than the 

others. They wrote more. He 

wrote less. They are equal in 

importance. For about 150 years 

the Northern Kingdom of Israel 

had been divided from the 

Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

Sometimes these two would act 

cooperatively but at other times 

they would be quarreling.

What does God's love story in 

Hosea teach us?

Despite the dire nature of the 

predicted judgment upon Israel 

Hosea gives us one of the most 

beautiful pictures of God's 

unconditional love.

To say God's love is illogical is an 

understatement. Recall, however, 

that Paul says God's love "is so 

great that you will never see the 

end of it or fully know or 

understand it." Answer honestly: 

is there any good reason 

why—based upon your talents, 

pedigree, family background, 

good works and deeds, personal 

magnetism, status or anything 

else—is there any good reason 

why God should love you?

First: God's love is without rhyme 

or reason.

Tell me how it makes sense, 

based upon who you really are, 

why God should love you. I can't 

think of any reasons either. And of 

course this includes me. Our love 

is not like God's love. Guess 

whom it is that we choose to love 

. . . that's right . . . someone who 

When Hosea began his ministry 

the nation of Israel (the Northern 

Kingdom) was heading full speed 

toward judgment at the hands of 

the erce and fearsome 

Assyrians. Thousands would be 

slaughtered. Thousands more 

would be deported into captivity 

and slavery. Judgment was 

certain. Hosea had the task of 

warning the people of God's 

impending judgment but not 

before God had an 

opportunity of pouring 

out His love toward 

them in an effort 

to turn their 

hearts 

toward 

Him.

Reading 

the book of 

Hosea one is 

made aware of the 

many prophecies of 

coming judgment.

It was a living drama of a man's 

love for a woman who was totally 

unworthy of love. This was God's 

illustrated sermon on how much 

he cared for and loved Israel. The 

love story of Hosea ends with the 

resounding promise, "I will heal 

their backsliding, I will love them 

freely: for mine anger is turned 

away from him" (meaning Israel) 

(Hosea 14:4 KJV).

This wonderful love story begins 

in the rst chapter of the book of 

Hosea. We read:

Who is this prophet? What would 

lead him to act as he does 

toward this woman? Hosea is the 

1“Then said the LORD unto me, 

Go yet, love a woman beloved of 

her friend, yet an adulteress, 

according to the love of the LORD 

toward the children of Israel, who 

look to other gods, and love 

agons of wine.

4“For the children of Israel shall 

abide many days without a king, 

and without a prince, and without 

a sacrice, and without an image, 

and without an ephod, and 

without teraphim:

and trickle down both cheeks as 

she whispers out the word, 

"Hosea! Hosea! Is it really you?" 

"Yes," says Hosea, embracing 

her. "I

5“Afterward shall the children of 

Israel return, and seek the LORD 

their God, and David their king; 

and shall fear the LORD and his 

goodness in the latter days” 

(Hosea 3:1-5 KJV).

2“So I bought her to me for fteen 

pieces of silver, and for an homer 

of barley, and an half homer of 

barley:

Diblaim; which conceived, and 

bare him a son" (Hosea 1:2,3).

"The beginning of the word of the 

LORD by Hosea. And the LORD 

said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee 

a wife of whoredoms and children 

of whoredoms: for the land hath 

committed great whoredom, 

departing from the LORD. 

So he went and took 

Gomer the 

daughter of 

This wonderful love story begins 

in the verses we have just read 

but it takes an incredible turn in 

chapter three. Here are the 

unbelievable words the Lord 

spoke to the prophet:

The stunned crowd listens and 

watches in silence as Hosea 

gently helps her down from the 

podium. He is heard saying, 

"Thou shalt abide for me many 

days; thou shalt not play the 

harlot, and thou shalt not be for 

another man: so will I also be for 

thee" (Hosea 3:3 KJV). Arm in 

arm they begin their journey 

home.

That day Hosea the prophet of 

God, the preacher, took Gomer 

back home. Not as a slave to 

work as a slave, think like a slave, 

or act like a slave. Without 

scolding, without condemnation, 

he takes her home as his wife. 

Just as empty as her life had 

been now suddenly it has all 

changed. Her emptiness has 

been lled. This poor, pitiful, 

worthless slave of a creature had 

just been redeemed and restored 

back to life!

3“And I said unto her, Thou shalt 

abide for me many days; thou 

shalt not play the harlot, and thou 

shalt not be for another man: so 

will I also be for thee.

have come to take you back 

home. You're going home, 

Gomer. I love you. You are my 

wife Gomer. You are going home."

hands of the seller promising to 

deliver the grain the next day.

Long ago she had given up her 

own self-respect and lost all 

sympathy from the townspeople. 

She had no reason to hope or 

dare believe that she would be 

treated any other way but like the 

animal she feels she is.

Once again he said, 

"Gomer." Tears ll 

her dark eyes 

The slave woman expects rough 

hands will grab her and jerk her 

down to the ground and pull her 

along the street in front of 

everyone who cares to look. After 

all, she is a slave. She had long 

ago given up her home, 

happiness, husband, and 

children.

Suddenly, she feels the smooth 

touch of a cloth being thrown 

around her shoulders falling 

down to below her knees 

covering her nakedness. Strong 

hands tenderly touch her 

shoulders. "Gomer," a voice said. 

"Gomer." She couldn't remember 

how long it had been since she 

had heard her name spoken with 

such tenderness. She turns 

around to face the voice. Her 

eyes grow wide in 

astonishment as their eyes 

meet.

Just as empty as her 
life had been now 
suddenly it has all 

changed. Her 
emptiness has 

been �lled. This 
poor, pitiful, 

worthless slave 
of a creature had 

just been redeemed 
and restored back 

to life!
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The way we love is not 

the way He loves. Did 

you love Him before 

He loved you? Did 

you pursue Him 

before He pursued 

you? Did you seek 

Him before He sought 

you? I think not. What 

God asked Hosea to do 

did not make 

sense—totally illogical. 

That's the point! God's love to 

Israel didn't make sense either, so 

also is God love to us.

HOWEVER, God's love is not 

without demands for 

responsibility and even limits. We 

all have heard of the concept 

called tough love. Sometimes 

love has to be tough and 

demanding of responsibility. 

Otherwise it is not genuine love. 

Tough love—as God's love 

is—demands accountability. 

Unconditional love does not 

mean, for example, that a person 

will remain in an abusive 

relationship. It does not mean 

that a parent, for example, has to 

indulge a rebellious teenager.

love we often show.

Second, God's Love has not “ne 

print” God's love for us is an 

unconditional love. Meaning it is 

unqualied, absolute, without 

limitations or conditions. I think I 

can understand the meaning of 

these terms especially when 

applying them to myself—foibles, 

failures, disgraces and all—but I 

nd that it stretches my belief 

system to much when I must 

apply the same principle of 

unconditional love to your foibles, 

failures, and disgraces.Are you 

willing to be as transparent about 

this as I am trying to be? God's 

love is unconditional, unqualied 

and without conditions which 

makes it absolutely unlike the 

A big question hangs in the air: 

why would God commit himself 

to a group of people He knew 

would not be faithful to Him? 

Would you choose a mate, who, 

going in, you know will not be 

faithful to you, will betray your 

love, and leave you for others?

will love us!

According to our way of thinking, 

God's love is irrational. It doesn't 

make sense. Speaking for myself, 

I'm glad it is!

Amazing! Not only does the Lord 

give the invitation to come to 

Him, He leads them in the 

sinner's prayer! This is followed 

by the promise of forgiveness 

and great blessing. "I will heal 

their backsliding, I will love them 

freely: for mine anger is turned 

away from him.

Tough love makes an offending 

person face the possibility of 

accepting the consequences of 

their action, does not intervene to 

block their choices that would 

avert adverse consequences. It 

says, "I cannot—will 

not—condone your actions and 

when you are ready and willing to 

begin a relationship based upon 

mutual respect and love the door 

is open for a relationship between 

us."

Would you choose a mate who, 

going in, you know will not be 

thankful for what you do and give, 

the love and support you show?

In order for us to 

understand fully 

God's purpose in 

dealing the Israel 

through the dramatic 

actions of Hosea we 

need only read the nal 

chapter of the story. It is 

found in chapter 14. We hear 

God's plaintive call, "O Israel, 

return unto the LORD thy God; for 

thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.

From Titus 3:4-7 we read:

"But when the kindness and love 

of God our Savior appeared, not 

by works of righteousness which 

we have done, but according to 

His mercy He saved us, through 

the washing of regeneration and 

renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom 

He poured out on us abundantly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

that having been justied by His 

grace we should become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal 

life" (NKJV)
Finally, what is the ultimate 

purpose for God's unconditional 

love?

I will be as the dew unto Israel: he 

shall grow as the lily, and cast 

forth his roots as Lebanon" (vs. 

4,5ff. KJV). The blessings of 

Heaven await all that will turn to 

the Lord.

God's nature and 

character is rst and 

foremost redeemer, 

deliverer.

Take with you words, and turn to 

the LORD: say unto him, Take 

away all iniquity, and receive us 

graciously: so will be render the 

calves of our lips" (14:1,2 KJV).

God's love for us is an 
unconditional love. 

Meaning it is unquali�ed, 
absolute, without 

limitations or 
conditions. 

    our lives. It's important that we stick with God, 

grow our relationship with Him and trust in Him. 

          key to success, you 

know why? Because God isn't  an 

imperfect fallen human. He is perfect 

Lastly, be aware that His 

presence is in fact, 

everything. God's 

presence is the 

2. Remember the Promises and don't be 

uninformed - the only way to do this is read His 

word. The word is His message to you. It is a 

guide to help you function. When we do not read 

the Word, we lack knowledge which means we 

lack condence which results to not allowing the 

Lord to take control. Know what He has 

promised to do so when faced with a problem, 

you already know that He will be there to help 

you out. 

The attribute of fearlessness comes because of your 

relationship with Jesus Christ. As you get closer to 

God, you begin to trust in Him more and feel 

courageous, you have condence that God will 

provide for you, even though His plan sounds a tad 

bit absurd to man.

       in every single way. When you have 

God, we have the answer to every problem in  

God has proven His unconditional 

love for us and how He 

will protect us so many 

times in the Bible and in 

our daily lives. Look at 

Matthew 18:10, John 

3:16, Psalm 121 - these 

are only a few 

examples of God's 

love. 

Look at Four Ways You can be saved Today:

3. Let God be present in your life - when you wake 

up, thank Him. When you eat, praise Him. Let 

God be the Center of your life. When you do this, 

you allow Him to be in control of every single 

situation. It takes courage to let it all go and put 

it in His hands, but remember that it ALWAYS 

works out in the end. 

1. Believe in God - with your heart, your mind and 

your soul. Devote yourself to Him, surely, He will 

bless you. 

4. Seek His presence - God is love and peace. 

Hunger and thirst for that love and peacefulness 

every single day. Pray to Him and cry out to Him. 

Let Him guide you and help you. Let your 

actions reect your close relationship with God. 

e only have one 

God- our Father 

and 

Creator. 

He is the same God who 

delivered the Israelites 

and blessed those who 

follow Him. He's a 

merciful and just 

God, and with His 

mercy, comes salvation. 

He saves. End of story. 

But one cannot be saved if they lack 

COURAGE. Courage is seen as 

fearlessness, bravery or boldness.

He has promised to take 

care of us, we just have 

to choose whether 

we want to be saved, or if we 

want to x our problems ourselves.

 If you are not brave enough to let                              

things go in a situation and put it in God's hands, we 

can never be saved. We always have the “I know 

what I'm doing” notion, when we're faced with trials 

and tribulations. We lack courage and fear the 

outcome. We tell ourselves that we cannot wait that 

long for that new job, or that we say that God's way 

is not our way. 

he 

LORD 
SAVES 

- Nicola Jessica Odu 

He is perfect in every 

single way. When you 

have God, we have the 

answer to every 

problem in our lives.

W
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As Tim (dad) prayed, his mind wandered back to the 

rst time Michael came back from spending rst 

semester in residence at the University and he saw 

signs that some things are not the same. Michael 

was an example to all his peers in all of his schools. 

In Elementary, middle school and even more so in 

high school, he kept raising the bar for himself and 

The family wanted to hold on not because of this 

world, but because they fear, if he is taken off life 

support, he will die and has no hope with Christ.

 family's plea to keep their child alive was 

refused by a judge because he was 

declared brain dead; he went into cardiac 

arrest after a drug overdose. But they are believers 

and they wanted to hold on maybe God will show 

mercy, revive him and with counselling, support and 

love, he may get back to his rst love Jesus Christ 

and be saved. He was taken off life support and the 

rest is history. No chance for them to talk face to 

face, laugh and re-direct him to the way to life 

everlasting.

There doesn't have to be a rst for everything in this 

world. The fact that your friends are doing it does not 

mean you should and it certainly does not make it 

right.

Michael on his sick bed with every sexual disease in 

this world, frail and bony held his father's hands and 

whispered, daddy, I am afraid, I don't want to die. His 

father looked up tears running down his cheeks and 

praying silently suddenly burst into audible tears 

and started praying aloud; Please God show mercy, 

not because of him but because I have been faithful 

all my life to you, please give Michael a second 

chance to serve you. He knelt back down crying and 

praying silently again; everyone in the room started 

crying because the doctors have declared they 

have done everything they can do and no more can 

be done for Michael, all hope is lost they said. In the 

morning they will move him to the perlative care unit 

and will provide medication for his pain till he dies.

THERE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE A 
FIRST TIME 
FOR EVERYTHING 

THERE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE A 
FIRST TIME 
FOR EVERYTHING 

- Adejisola Atiba

The fact that your friends 
are doing it does not mean 
you should and it certainly 

 does not make it right.

May God help 
us all in Jesus 
Christ name, 
Amen. 

A 

Food:
Garri - Ijebu and regular Yam our
(Elubo) Plantain Flour, Pounded yam our
Locust beans - fresh and dry (Iru)
Snail Beans - Red (Oloyin)
White Plantain Chips and much more!
  
Home use:
Shea Butter, Hair Extension:-
X-pression, darling, weave-on
Coconut oil

MAKE YOUR ORDER
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN MILTON ORDERS ABOVE $50CAD

Contact us:
745-Farmstead Drive Milton

2896701942 / 6478954263  Email- LHSOOA@gmail.com

wanted to be a surgeon. He was 

the valedictorian for his class mate, 

so much high expectations.

He died before the break of day 

After his third semester in school 

he dropped out, apparently the 

partying, drinking and smoking 

took a lot of his time and he 

couldn't focus on his studies, he 

was failing and so advised to go. 

We begged him to come home and 

seek help but he refused and 

hooked up with a girl that sells 

drugs. They have wild parties every 

night and getting stoned in the 

process and he has lost count of all 

his sexual partners.

May God help us all in Jesus Christ 

name, Amen.

Tim summoned up hope and calls 

his daughters and wife to Michaels 

bedside. Michael, Tim said, we 

love you but God loves you more, 

we believe that His will alone will 

manifest and so that end, we'll like 

to lead you to Christ. Please repeat 

after me……. And he led his son to 

Christ and they all prayed for him.

It was a bad ght, when we realized 

that he has started smoking 

everything smokeable, drinking 

different mix and concussion and 

engaging in different sexual 

activity. It was like he couldn't get 

enough of all the bias available; 

where did I go wrong with you 

M i c h a e l .  A f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d 

semester he refused to come 

home. He wrote a letter to OSAP 

that his parents are no longer 

supporting him and so was given 

full nancial support; that broke his 

mother's heart, but we continued to 

pray that the Holy Spirit of God will 

arrest him sooner than later. He 

calls his two sisters once in a while 

and then he stopped calling 

anyone. We've been to his school 

several times and he refused to 

come out and meet us and no one 

could force him.

His girlfriend dumped him at our 

doorsteps 3 months ago after 

living together for 10 months 

without even saying hello. We 

couldn't recognize him; he has 

become a shadow of himself, 

skinny to the bone, blue and 

looking very haggard. We rushed 

him to the hospital and we've been 

there ever since, all four of us 

taking turns to stay with him. 

P lease Lord,  save my son; 

remember your loving kindness 

and tender mercies that endures 

forever, please save Michael in 

Jesus Christ name, Amen.

The Bible says in Romans 6:23 

“For the wages of sin is death, but 

the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” It is so easy 

when we are reading it but when 

the reality is staring us in the face, 

when we are emotionally involved it 

becomes really painful to bear.
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 few days ago I was on 

LinkedIn and read 'an 

article about the worlds 

youngest self-made 

billionaire, 27 year old John Collison 

from Stripe. In the article he 

mentioned that his success was a 

result of “intense application and 

hard work…But I also think that luck 

was required too… There are 

[others] who are smarter and 

harder-working than us who just 

didn't get the same good fortune.”

As usual, in the comments section 

people pitched their ideological 

camps and started arguing. Some 

said that his success was purely a 

result of the luck of being a middle-

class white male. Others said “Luck 

does not exist, you can do anything 

with hard work”. However, like most 

things in life the truth is a lot more 

nuanced and is a balance of both 

sides.

The luck debate is one that has 

been brought up many times in all 

walks of life and while I see people 

passionately argue both sides, I 

rarely nd a perspective that 

properly contrasts the strengths and 

aws of both arguments. For a long 

time, I  intuitively knew that the short 

answer was “both”, but I had a hard 

time articulating my thoughts in a 

Tea Plantation Kerala, India. Source: . Would you describe these ladies as lucky or unlucky?Ian Wagg Unsplash

AN ANALOGY FOR 
UNDERSTANDING 
LUCK'S ROLE IN 
LIFE

A

Others said “Luck 
does not exist, you 
can do anything 
with hard work”. 

However, like most 
things in life the 

truth is a lot more 
nuanced and is a 
balance of both 

sides. 

clear, cohesive way.

Fortunately, as I write this at 2:53 am in the morning, 

in a ash of inspiration, I think I have a neat analogy 

for understanding how luck impacts our life.

Proof of the Flash of Inspiration

FLIP CARD

Imagine a game called Flip Card. The idea is very 

simple. There are 4 cards, 2 have a blue dot and 2 

have a red dot, they all have identical back sides. 

The cards are scrambled with their back sides facing 

up and a card is ipped at random. If it is a blue dot, 

you win the round. If it's red, you lose.

Now imagine, if the rst round is the birth round and 

you are currently in the 1700s of America. In this time 

period, males had a signicantly stronger advantage 

than women. So though there is a 50/50 chance of 

being born a male. If you ipped the blue dot, you 

would have gotten lucky, been born a male and won 

the birth round.

The second rule is that different rounds may have 

different odds. So in round 2, you may have 9 blue 

cards and 1 red card. Though the odds changed, 

the rules are the same. If you land on a blue card, 

you win the round.

Note: In anticipation of people taking the analogy 

very literally, I want to clarify something. Lose in this 

context is not a pejorative and I am not calling the 

losers of a round, a loser personally. I mean lose in 

the sense of “in a circumstance that most people in 

society would nd less than ideal”. E.g. poor people 

are not losers but they are “in a circumstance that 

most people in society would nd less than ideal”. Fast forward to present day America, where about 

10% of people live below the poverty line.

In this time period, the poor had a signicantly 

stronger disadvantage than the middle class and 

above. Again, however, there is a 1/10 chance of 

being born below the poverty line and losing the 

round. So in this round you have 9 blue cards and 1 

red card. 1 in every 10 player will ip the red card, 

lose the round and be born poor.

We can all have different interpretations for why we 

Lose in this context is 
not a pejorative and I 
am not calling the 
losers of a round, a 
loser personally. 
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Compiled by OreofeOluwa Dimeji

FUNNY AGE 

QUOTES

· Life would be innitely times happier if we 

could only be born at the age of eighty and 

gradually approach eighteen.- Mark Twain

· Youth is a wonderful thing. What a crime to 

waste it on children.- George Bernard 

Shaw

· Youth would be an ideal state if it came a 

little late in life.-Lord Asquith

· I am not young enough to know everything.-

Oscar Wilde

· Youth is a disease from which we all recover. 

-Dorothy Fuldheim

· A man has reached middle age when he is 

warned to slow down by his doctor instead 

of police.-Henny Youngman

· Middle age is the time a guy starts turning 

out light for economic rather than romantic 

reasons.-John Marino

· You know you're in middle age when rst you 

realize that caution is the only thing you care 

to exercise.-Charles Ghigna

got lucky in various rounds and whether we should 

even call it luck or something else. Religious people 

believe it's because we've been blessed by God, the 

superstitious may say its because they knocked on 

wood 3 times and wore striped socks on the 2nd of 

the month, the atheists may say “that's just the way it 

is”. The important point now is how can we use this 

mindset to help us in our lives. For this, we introduce 

the 3rd part of the game.

STACKING THE ODDS

Now imagine if you can impact the number and 

colors of cards in a given round. First, suppose 20% 

of entry level jobs make minimum wage or less*. 

Then in the entry level job round, there are 4 blue 

cards and 1 red card. Now, it gets interesting.

Looking at the bigger picture, the point is that life is a 

series of lucky events, some of which are out of our 

control and some of which we can tip the odds in our 

favor. The analogy is not perfect (after all, it's called 

an analogy for a reason) and you could say that the 

odds and outcome from previous rounds out of our 

control affect rounds that are seemingly in our 

control. For example, while I can control studying 

hard on the SATs to get into Harvard to get a good 

job. I can't control having the income level to attend 

a school that prepares me well for the SAT or the 

genes that allows me to easily study and retain 

information well.

*In theory and ipso facto, you can't make less than 

minimum wage. But I think you will agree that this is 

a case where theory does not always match up with 

practice.

In this round you can do various tasks to add more 

cards in the game. For example, going to Harvard 

may add 8 blue cards, while having a criminal record 

may add 10 red cards. Notice that though you can 

impact the odds, the luck element remains. In other 

words you could go to Harvard, ip red and still end 

up with a minimum wage job, or you could have a 

criminal record, ip blue and be a millionaire.

Nevertheless, ipso facto, those things are out of my 

control, so the best thing to do is focus on what 

things I can control and taking personal 

responsibility to push myself to continually improve. I 

think this is the mindset that can best lead to 

achieving your goals and having a happy life.

THE BIGGER PICTURE
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F R O M 

he Israelites got to their zero level in 

Egypt before God sent Moses to 

deliver them after 430 years in 

slavery. Jacob and his family got to 

Egypt as golden children when Joseph was 

made the prime minister under Pharaoh and 

he invited his father and the entire family to live 

in Goshen in Egypt, which was the most fertile 

land then. After Pharaoh and Joseph died, it 

happened that the subsequent king did not 

recognize the descendants of Jacob and 

Joseph, as a result he placed them under 

bondage, hard labour, oppression, subjugated 

them into slavery and took away their freedom 

for 430 years. It was a repressive and difcult 

period for them, with many generations born 

and bred in slavery.

Finance 

Capacity or Ability

Think about it, do you have the right 

qualications, certication? Are you in the right 

job or are you searching for the right job? Is it 

that you are not sure of yourself, your 

personality or capability or ability to perform to 

What is your Zero today?

Is it lack of job, empty bank account, too much 

bills to pay, downturn in your business? Are 

you unable to pay your credit card debts or 

mortgage or does not know where or how to 

get funds to buy your own house? Are you 

nancially incapacitated or having to deal with 

issues bothering on how to make ends meet 

or where to get the next meal?

- Article by Henry Laraiyetan
Chief Client Ofcer, Sportsheart Co.

Zero could be the starting point, it could be a melting point, 
it could a point where nothing good seems to be happening or 
could ever happen, it could be a rock bottom or even a 
bottomless pit. 

T
What do you believe in? Do you 

believe in God? Do you believe 

that God can do all things? Do 

you believe in other powers aside 

God? Do you have faith that 

things are possible?

Point of Reflection 

Whatever your zero in life may be 

today, you need to know and 

come to the realization that God 

has got you in the palm of His 

hands (Isaiah 49:16). According 

to Psalm 138:8, it says may the 

Lord perfect that which concerns 

you, your mercy O Lord endures 

forever, do not forget the works of 

your hands. Since we are the 

works of God's hands, it is certain 

that we are safe, protected and 

cared for by our creator.

Emotional

Health or Medical Condition 

Do you or your loved one 

have a serious medical 

issue or health challenge? 

Are you scared about a 

seemingly negative doctor's 

report concerning your 

health situation or medical 

diagnosis? Are you stressed 

out? Are you easily sapped 

up even when you have 

done just a little work? 

expectation on a given task? 

Do you allow your mind to go 

through a negative thought 

process that ends up taking away 

your energy, joy and sense of 

advancing forward? Is it 

loneliness? Do you 

exchange your happy spot 

for a moody or gloomy 

festival that you feed on 

intermittently instead of 

walking away and shutting 

the door to such moods? 

Relationship 

Do people or friends ridicule you 

or make you feel less than their 

measured standard? Are you torn 

apart in your relationship with a 

fellow human being? Did you lose 

a loved one or do you have a 

friend who has just lost a loved 

one? Is your commitment to a 

relationship working well for you 

or are you always at the negative 

receiving end?

Spiritual 

You need to believe that 

Greatness is hidden in small 

things. Wake up every morning, 

believe and declare upon yourself 

that a great reward, answer to 

your prayer, a good break or a 

breakthrough, a solution to a 

problem is bound to come your 

way. Come alive each morning 

expecting something great to 

happen to you. Expect that the 

mountain would move and it 

surely would move – be it unto 

you according to your faith.

When you have done all you can, 

gone to school to obtain the 

necessary degree or diploma or 

professional certication or a 

vocational training certication, 

put in your best by doing the right 

things, job, business, tasks, 

whatever good thing your hand 

nds to do; then wait and you will 

discover it is harvest time. Time to 

start reaping the fruit of your hard 

work coupled with your faith. 

Faith can be regarded as 

believing the declaration of 

God's word to see and 

partake of your harvest.

Prophet Elijah was directed to go 

to a widow in Zarephath. At the 

time Elijah got to her house, she 

was about to prepare her last 

meal so she and her son could 

eat it and die since that was the 

last provision of food they had. 

But Elijah requested her to 

prepare a cake for him rst. The 

woman even though she didn't 

hesitate, recounted how she was 

about to prepare her last meal. 

Based on the instruction of Elijah 

and the activation of her faith, she 

did as Elijah instructed and 

thereafter she and her son and 

Elijah ate for a long time because 

the bin of our and the bottle of 

oil were never empty. This was in 

fulllment of the word of the Lord, 

which he spoke through Elijah.

It is instructive and 

encouraging to examine a 

number of people in the 

holy bible who moved or 

were transformed from their 

zero to abundance after 

God divinely intervened in 

their situation. It is important 

to understand that faith 

played a very signicant 

part in making their miracles 

become a reality.

When God, the creator of the 

1. Elijah and the widow of 

Zarephath: 1 kings 17:8-16

Wake up every morning, 
believe and declare upon 

yourself that a great 
reward, answer to your 
prayer, a good break or 

a breakthrough, a 
solution to a problem 
is bound to come your 

way. 
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delayed by about fteen years. 

When his time came and in 

fulllment of his dream, especially 

his interpretation of Pharaoh's 

dream, which was divinely 

orchestrated, Joseph was 

elevated to the position of a 

prime minister by Pharaoh. This 

was in fulllment of what was 

written about Joseph.

Joseph moved from a Zero level 

to abundance, when he was 

called out of prison to the palace. 

2. Elisha and the widow's oil: 

2 Kings 4:1-7 

Through prophet Elisha, God 

miraculously delivered the widow 

and her children from shame and 

slavery. Because her dead 

husband served the Lord, He did 

not forsake his widow. The widow 

had reached her zero, bottom 

level with no human being in sight 

to help her, either through 

donation or gift to pay her late 

husband's debt or by giving her 

and her son work to do to earn a 

living and subsequently paying 

off their debt. Just about the time 

she thought she had got to the 

end of the road, God showed up 

for her in a mysterious way.

From a position of weakness, 

lack, hopelessness, frustration, 

debt, fear, abandonment, shame, 

imminent slavery of her sons, 

God raised the widow to 

prominence, abundance, 

overow, debt-free, freedom for 

her sons, businesswoman who 

became an entrepreneur fending 

for herself and her family. A new 

businesswoman dealing in quality 

oil was born. You can imagine 

how unique and rich her oil was 

compared to the rest of the 

market because of its undiluted 

source. This is a clear evidence 

that the spiritual controls the 

physical.

A man from the group of 

prophets died but left his wife and 

two sons behind. It happened 

that he owed someone some 

money and since his wife could 

not repay the debt, the creditor 

had made a plan to take her sons 

and enslave them until such a 

time when the debt would be 

repaid.

The miracle in the widow's life 

was made possible because she 

did not try to explain away her 

problem or discount the saying of 

the prophet especially when you 

look at the size of a jar and 

quantity of oil in it or even the 

quantity of oil it can contain, then 

compare it to a big pot. In order 

In the hearing of a typical human 

being and to an ordinary eye, a 

jar of oil is simply a jar of oil, 

which has a limited quantity and 

could be used up momentarily. 

God in the spirit realm, the 

Almighty provider, who is called 

the El-Shaddai stepped into a 

situation where no man was 

available to lend a helping hand. 

In obedience to the word of 

prophet Elisha and driven by 

faith, the widow heeded the 

instruction of the man of God to 

get as many pots as possible. 

Notice that when the woman 

started pouring the oil from the 

little jar into the pot, the overow 

immediately began. The oil kept 

pouring into several pots until the 

last pot was lled and it was clear 

that there was no additional pot 

to be lled. This action is termed 

faith meets obedience and the 

supernatural happened instantly.  

The woman cried to Elisha for 

help after narrating her ordeal. 

Elisha asked her what she had in 

her house but she said she had 

nothing except a jar of olive oil. 

Elisha commanded her to borrow 

plenty empty pots from her 

neighbours, thereafter, she 

should stay at home with only her 

sons, close the door, then pour 

the oil in the empty pots, ll the 

pots and place them in a 

separate place. She did as she 

was commanded and when she 

couldn't get any more pot to 

borrow, she informed the man of 

God who told her to go ahead, 

sell the oil, pay her debt and that 

she and her sons should live on 

the remaining funds realized. 

Fast track to this widow's 

situation, the widow was in the 

process of cooking her last meal 

on the sticks lite up by re, eat 

and die with her son. The two 

sons – Abraham's son, Isaac and 

the widow's son – would have 

both died and not fulll their 

destinies had God not intervened 

supernaturally in both 

circumstances.

heavens and the earth proclaims 

that your time has come, nothing 

in the natural can stop it. Psalm 

24:1 says, “The earth is the 

Lord's, and all its fullness, the 

world and those who dwell 

therein.” In the scripture, the 

widow's last wish was, to gather 

sticks, make cake from the last 

portion of the bin of our for 

herself and her child to eat and 

die. One thing she did not include 

in her inventory of what she had, 

was the supernatural provision 

from the creator of the earth and 

the fullness thereof, 

“…and saw a woman there 

gathering wood for a re…”

The sacrice of Isaac would have 

marked the end of a dynasty, a 

son with a generational blessing 

to procreate, multiply and ll the 

earth.

A look at the gathering of sticks 

by the widow to make her last 

meal with her son and thereafter 

die which may have marked the 

end of that generation, typically 

opens our spiritual eyes to see a 

somewhat connection to when 

Abraham had gathered wood on 

the altar to sacrice his one and 

only son, Isaac in total obedience 

to God. Abraham trusted in God 

to the extent that when Isaac 

called him (Genesis 22:7-8) and 

observed that he could see re 

and the wood, and asked where 

was the lamb for the sacrice, the 

answer Abraham gave that God 

will provide for Himself the lamb 

for a burnt offering, which actually 

conrmed his absolute faith and 

reliance on God.  It is at this point 

that we see a God, who is called 

the Jehovah Jireh, the God who 

provides all our need, 

supernaturally provided a ram to 

be sacriced in place of Isaac 

(Genesis 22:14). Abraham was 

considered as the father of faith 

and it was accounted for him as 

righteousness. 

God instructed Elijah to go to the 

widow of Zarephath who had 

reached her barest minimum - 

zero. It was a good thing that 

Elijah heeded the command of 

God. Elijah carried with him full 

grace and the miracle he 

performed with the bin of our 

and jar of oil saved the life of the 

widow throughout the three and a 

half years that the famine in the 

land at that time lasted for. From 

zero, her life changed, from last 

meal to feeding her entire 

household and even prophet 

Elijah for years. 

What changed her story was her 

obedience to the instruction of 

Elijah and faith in God. In the face 

of death, she dared to share her 

last meal with a stranger who was 

not visibly holding any provision 

that would augment what she 

had. She believed in the invisible 

God who owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills (Psalm 50:10).

For the number of years that rain 

did not fall on the earth, the 

widow's bin of our was not used 

up and her jar of oil did not run 

dry, according to the word of the 

Lord, which He spoke by Elijah (1 

Kings 17:16). The widow lived in 

abundance and thrived in 

overow from zero level, that is, 

her perceived last meal, which 

she shared with the man of God.  

A look at Joseph's teenage (the 

eleventh son of the patriarch 

Jacob from Genesis 37 – 50) and 

early adult life showed a man who 

had been forgotten, oppressed 

and whose future was bleak. 

Typically because of the love lost 

between him and his brothers, he 

endured jealousy and 

maltreatment from those 

brothers, untold hardship as a 

slave, lied upon by his master's 

wife and eventually thrown into 

prison in a foreign land. In all, 

Joseph's life and destiny was 

What changed 
her story was her 
obedience to the 

instruction of 
Elijah and faith 

in God. In the face 
of death, she 

dared to share 
her last meal with 

a stranger who 
was not visibly 

holding any 
provision that 

would augment 
what she had. 

The miracle in the 
widow's life was 
made possible 

because she did 
not try to explain 
away her problem 

or discount the 
saying of the 

prophet especially 
when you look at 
the size of a jar 
and quantity of 
oil in it or even 
the quantity of 

oil it can contain, 
then compare it t

o a big pot. 
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What you need to do to move 

from Zero to Abundance?

excessively large quantity of sh. 

First their net started breaking 

because of the huge quantity. 

Second, they beckoned to their 

neighbor and lled their boat too. 

Third, the two boats started 

sinking as a result of the overow. 

Pray - prayer is our way of 

communing or communicating 

with God. We believe we receive 

answers when we offer genuine 

prayers to God. Just as Jabez 

was bold enough to pray to God 

(1 Chronicles 4:9-10) to change 

his destiny and he was granted 

what he requested, we should 

always approach our father in 

heaven with expectancy that He 

will meet us at the point of our 

need. It is important that we have 

a habit or carve out a lifestyle of 

praying and worshiping the 

ultimate creator of the heavens 

and the earth who we know and 

trust enough to grant us the 

desires of heart (Psalm 37:4).As the creator who created the 

heavens and the earth and all that 

is in them by speaking them into 

existence, Jesus told Peter to let 

down his net. It is clear that the 

sh of the sea had heard the 

command of Jesus Christ by 

converging around the boat of 

Peter. Recall in Genesis 1:26,28, 

God gave the human beings he 

created dominion over the sh of 

the sea, over the birds of the bird, 

over the cattle, over all the earth, 

and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth, 

including every living thing that 

moves on the earth. God in Isaiah 

55:11 says so shall His word be 

that goes forth from His mouth, it 

shall not return to Him void but it 

shall accomplish what He please 

and it shall prosper in the things 

for which He sent it. Psalm 119:89 

says, forever O Lord, Your word is 

settled in heaven. Evidently, since 

God created the heavens and the 

earth and all that is in them by His 

spoken words, every creature has 

to obey the voice of God.

Training - enroll in a formal or 

informal training program in order 

to improve your current skill. It 

may be a short or long-term 

training depending on the length 

of time required to acquire a 

specic skill. The training can be 

in a formal classroom setting or 

online where you can be at any 

location and still get the adequate 

training required. Get a 

certication in a profession that 

would empower you to attain a 

greater height.

The training can enable you to 

learn something new or a new 

trade (through vocational 

training). It is essential that you 

put into practice what you have 

learnt. Do not just put aside the 

books or notes, make reference 

and be ready to apply the new or 

advanced knowledge acquired.

Develop a giving attitude - 

cultivate the attitude of giving to 

others especially those who are 

underprivileged or the needy in 

the society. You can give of your 

money, time, resources or just 

talk (say something nice or 

encouraging) to a fellow human 

being. It is not the quantum of 

what you give that matters but the 

willingness to offer gifts to other 

people and this should not be 

done only when there is a festive 

period or celebrating a birthday 

or wedding anniversary. We 

should reach out intermittently to 

people to give a helping hand. 

Your giving will be genuine when 

you give without the intention of 

getting something in return.

If you are a student, learn the 

essence of a good relationship 

with fellow students, teachers, 

faculty members, auxiliary staff. 

Don't look down on anyone or 

believe that no one can help you. 

When you build a healthy 

relationship with others, anytime 

you need help, you can be rest 

assured you can reach out to 

your close relationship or people 

in your circle to assist you, lift you 

up or help you to achieve your 

goal faster.

Speak positively - You need to 

train yourself to see things in a 

positive light and therefore always 

speak positively. Confess positive 

words over yourself every 

morning and during the day. If 

you are a parent speak positive 

words over your children and 

wards. Most times what you 

speak out or say over yourself 

usually resonate in your ears and 

stays on your mind. Positive or 

good words are edifying and can 

make you take the right steps 

towards achieving a desired goal. 

When you speak good words to 

people, you are able to uplift their 

spirit and possibly encourage 

them to do something right or 

positive in their lives. Words can 

either build you up or tear you 

down.

Foster a new relationship - 

Ensure you don't live or operate in 

isolation. Whatever you are going 

through in life, reach out to 

others, family, friends, church 

members, a volunteer group, etc. 

When you are alone or you do 

things alone you can go fast but 

when you go in two or as a team 

you can go far, further faster, you 

can even y higher.

The woman being the prominent 

character in this story had 

everything to lose because of her 

state of mind at that point if she 

did nothing about her 

situation, since the 

creditor was ready to 

take her sons into 

slavery. She acted fast 

and swiftly by taking her 

matter to God through 

His prophet. A timely 

supernatural 

intervention saved her 

the greatest 

embarrassment that the 

sons of a late priest 

were on the verge of 

being drafted into 

slavery. You see God 

does not forget His 

own, weeping may 

endure for a night but 

joy comes in the 

morning (Psalm 30:5).

As Isaiah proclaimed in chapter 

50 verse 7(help from God that 

takes away disgrace) and again 

in 61:7 (from shame to double 

portion and everlasting joy), you 

can be redeemed from shame or 

disgrace to glory. Therefore, in 

the case of the widow, there is a 

transformation from a minus level 

to abundance, to a 

businesswoman dealing in oil. 

From a position of obscurity, she 

became prominent because of 

her new business or trade. You 

can imagine, the woman and her 

sons can expand their business 

and grow exponentially. 

According to God's word in 

Hebrews 13:5b-6, He did not 

leave the widow nor forsook her.

3.  Jesus and Peter, the 

fisherman: Luke 5:1-7 

Jesus was by the Lake of 

Gennesaret preaching the word 

of God to the multitude. He got 

into one of the two boats, which 

was Simon's and asked him to 

cast his net into the deep water 

for a catch. However, Peter, a 

sherman told Jesus that they 

had toiled all night (which was the 

best time to catch sh) but 

caught nothing, nevertheless at 

Jesus' word, Peter let down the 

net and they caught a great 

number of sh and their net 

started breaking. They called on 

the shermen in the other boat 

and ll their boats too but both 

boats started to sink.

to advance from Zero to overow, 

faith requires the human heart 

operating in the physical to forget 

those things, which are seen and 

focus on those supernatural 

things which cannot be seen 

because those things which are 

seen are temporal but those 

things which cannot be seen are 

eternal and permanent (2 

Corinthians 4:18). 

It is noteworthy to state 

that whatever your circumstance 

may be, it is important that you 

do not keep silent over it. Cry out 

to the greatest provider, the 

creator of the heavens and the 

earth, because even when men 

fail to show up or help out, He is 

the only one who can turn a 

presumably horrible situation into 

a terric one; He alone can turn a 

hopeless situation into a glorious 

and memorable one. 

Peter was an experienced 

sherman who had been shing 

for many years. It happened on 

this particular day that he and his 

partner had toiled all night and 

couldn't catch a sh. 

They must have been 

very frustrated. What 

could they do in a 

situation like that or 

what would people say 

about them? Would 

their family members at 

home who were hungry 

and expectant 

understand their 

situation? How would 

they get money to buy 

other things in the event 

that they needed to sell 

some of the sh they 

had hoped to catch? 

One could only but 

wonder all the things 

they were pondering on 

their minds before the 

Master stepped into 

their situation.

Jesus stepped into Peter's 

situation. Jesus commanded the 

sh of the sea to come to, to 

gather, oat, swim in the area 

where Peter had cast his net. The 

bible recorded that after Peter 

obeyed the Lord by letting down 

his net, despite the fact that the 

timing may not have been right 

because it was during the day 

(usually experience showed a 

large quantum of sh are best 

caught at night), they caught an 

Wake up every morning, 
believe and declare upon 

yourself that a great 
reward, answer to your 
prayer, a good break or 

a breakthrough, a 
solution to a problem 
is bound to come your 

way. 
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Whatever your zero may be 

today, believe, gear up and trust 

the Lord to bring you into your 

abundance. Do not limit your 

aspiration or will to succeed, do 

not be afraid to dream big. Let 

your passion drive you to excel 

and conquer your limitations. At 

the height of your pursuit lies the 

road to your abundance, buckle 

up and ride with grace into your 

abundance.

your strength and passion 

together and start all over. This 

may just be your moment of 

breakthrough. 

Don't worry - It is pertinent to 

understand that worrying does no 

good to anyone, not your 

emotion, body or soul. Worry cast 

an ugly frame on your 

countenance sometimes resulting 

in wrinkle lines on your forehead 

and troubles your mind by 

creating a dark spot. It cast a 

bleak shadow on your mood by 

reecting daunting countenance 

or appearance that can easily 

scare people off or attract 

sympathy, which may or may not 

be genuine. The book of Matthew 

6:34 says, “Therefore do not 

worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about its own 

things. Sufcient for the day is its 

own trouble. 

Gratitude - having said, done 

and received so much or too little, 

always show and express 

gratitude for what you have. If you 

haven't received much or 

anything at all or you are 

expectant, be sure to express 

gratitude. Ephesians 5:20 says 

giving thanks always for all things 

to God the Father in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Learn to 

say thank you for whatever you 

have been given whether big or 

small, whether it meets or 

surpasses your expectation and 

especially if you have been given 

a gift and you are not expecting it. 

Build your heart to give thanks to 

God in anticipation of something 

that you have not even received. 

A grateful heart is a destination 

for receiving more. 

Israel in Abundance
After spending 430 years in 

bondage in Egypt, the time nally 

came when the Israelites 

regained their freedom from 

captivity through God's 

deliverance by the hand of 

Moses. When they were leaving 

Egypt, they didn't leave empty 

handed, they asked their 

Egyptian neighbours for different 

treasures including articles of 

gold, silver and clothing based on 

the instruction of Moses. With the 

favour God had given the 

Israelites, they got all they 

requested, so they stripped the 

Egyptians of their wealth, Exodus 

12:35-36. The Israelites eventually 

moved from bondage to the 

promised land, a land owing 

with milk and honey, which God 

had promised Abraham 430 

years earlier. Here bondage 

represent their zero point and the 

promised land, their land of 

abundance.

A Cue for Abundance

Be careful not to worry about 

what hasn't happened to you or 

your loved one yet. Anything that 

you are contemplating could 

happen and you are already 

worried about should be left 

alone to destiny. You can be 

preparing for an eventuality that 

has not occurred, what if it turns 

out well and not negative. I bet 

you would be a lot happy rather 

than worrying.

In the same manner, don't be like 

the servant in the parable of the 

talents in Matthew 25:26-28, 

whom his master gave him a 

talent and he buried the talent. 

Hear what his master said to him 

when he returned from his trip, 

'you wicked and lazy servant, you 

knew that I reap where I have not 

sown, and gather where I have 

not scattered seed. So you ought 

to have deposited my money with 

the bankers, and at my coming I 

would have received back my 

own with interest. So take the 

talent from him, and give it to him 

who has ten talents.

Think of a business that you have 

passion in, one that can meet 

people's need or be a solution 

provider. You can either go it 

alone or you can partner with like 

minds. Whatever business you 

engage in be sure to consult a 

professional accountant, a lawyer 

and or a banker. Don't be afraid 

to start small. If you have ever 

been in business before and you 

failed, here is the good news you 

can get back up again, garner 

Get a job or develop a business 

plan - strive to get a job that 

matches your qualications or 

and develop a business plan and 

seek for funding if you have the 

inclination to set up your own 

business. Ensure you go for a 

training to obtain a relevant 

qualication or certication as a 

professional in a eld that could 

set you up to achieving your 

goals. Assuming you have a 

college or university degree but 

you discover that a particular eld 

or profession is lucrative or 

requires more personnel with 

handsome reward, you can 

pursue a certication in such 

profession by learning a new 

trade and equipping yourself to 

be versatile and easily 

employable.

Choose your friends wisely - it 

is a good thing to have friends, 

be in the company of friends, 

have a chat group, go to picnic or 

a reunion party together. It is 

important that you choose your 

friends wisely. Like minds should 

attract other like minds. Any 

friend that requires you to 

worship them or thinks you can't 

do anything without their help or 

derides you by what they say to 

you or the manner in which they 

speak to you, then it is time to say 

goodbye to such friendship. 

Friends are expected to live for 

each other, edify one another, 

have the back of each other and 

should be able to relate or 

interact on the same level playing 

eld. No friend should count 

himself or herself higher or better 

than another.

Have a forgiving spirit - It is hard 

for people to live in this world 

without being offended. Big or 

small, there is someone 

somewhere, whether in your 

family or friends or just out there 

who would get on your nerves, 

say something unprintable about 

you or just trump up something or 

falsely accuse you. You may get 

crossed and decide to hold a 

grudge against the other person. 

This is a heavy burden that you 

carry around, which is gradually 

affecting or eroding your peace. 

Learn to forgive especially when 

the offender repents so that you 

can have your peace. Even if part 

of the outer world is in turmoil and 

you have inner peace, you can 

feel like a king who has 

conquered or annexed a domain 

to his territory. 

Forgiveness heals old wounds, 

takes away sorrow, restores 

relationship, is a panacea for a 

healthy living as well as for both 

mental and emotional balance. 

Exercise and medical check up 

- develop a healthy exercise 

regimen, eat healthy, don't stress 

out. Carry out regular medical 

check up on yourself. Each day 

develop an exercise plan that 

may include walking (which can 

be between 20 and 30 minutes), 

jogging, joining a gym in order to 

use a variety of gym equipment 

(you can also engage a personal 

trainer to coach you), aerobics 

with a group. Try to exercise your 

brain and calm your nerves daily 

by taking a moment off your busy 

schedule to just reect on 

positive things, maintain a quiet 

moment and allow your inner 

man to reminisce over good 

events or things that have 

occurred in your life. You can 

equally put yourself in a position 

to envision a future of positive 

events and successes. Once in a 

while or on an annual basis, 

endeavour to conduct a thorough 

medical check up on yourself just 

to ensure your body system is 

functioning properly. Don't fret 

over any medical condition, 

always think the best and believe 

that the creator has promised to 

restore health unto you.

Don't be lazy - No matter what 

the situation is do not be lazy, 

whatever good thing your hand 

nd to do, do it well, with your 

might (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

Proverbs 6:10 says a little sleep, 

a little slumber, a little folding of 

the hands to sleep, so shall your 

poverty come on you like a 

prowler. The lazy man will not 

plow because of winter; He will 

beg during harvest and have 

nothing, Proverbs 20:4.

Whatever your 
zero may be 
today, believe, 
gear up and 
trust the Lord 
to bring you 
into your 
abundance. Do 
not limit your 
aspiration or 
will to succeed, 
do not be afraid 
to dream big. 
Let your passion 
drive you to 
excel and 
conquer your 
limitations. 
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 Mentoring 

We tend to hear a lot of negative things about 

Nigerian people. (i know that's not me and i am sure 

there are also 150 people here that shares my 

sentiments)

We need to motivate ourselves to succeed. Have 

you ever been told that you won't amount to 

anything? Instead of been angry, why not prove them 

wrong? Have you ever been ignored, disrespected 

and looked down upon? What are you doing 

differently to turn the pain around and use it as a 

driving force to be successful. Doing the same thing 

over and over again and expecting different result 

has a name, but it certainly is not success. We must 

be the change agent of the change we want to see. 

Mahatma Ghandi?

The need for CNP developed from the motivation of 

fellow Nigerians who felt it was long overdue for us to 

correct the image of Nigerians and so the rst main 

focus is

My personal experience is that since the inception of 

CNP my personal network has grown exponentially, 

that shows there is a need for this organization. If we 

do not network, we lose the opportunity of getting to 

know others, ourselves and the advantages that 

naturally spins off from that relationship. We need to 

know the strength within our community in other to 

take advantage of what they have to offer, so that 

others benet from it. Every professional knows 

network is a currency that he or she lives on.

Experienced and new professional immigrant to 

Canada all need mentoring to achieve their goals 

and if we think specically of new professional 

immigrants, we realize that they need us to support  

them to navigate through the Canadian work 

expectations, we need to Direct and guide them to 

settlement agencies and if they need someone to 

hold their hands as they settle in, we need to lend a 

helping hand and be there for them. We want to be 

that organization that will make that happen. Provide 

information with a human touch

 Networking

Our children listen to their parents, but it helps when 

they have role models other than their parents. 

Thereby ensuring that they have better opportunities. 

This will motivate our children and encourage them 

to reach their full potential and they will be better 

able to meet their goals, when they see people who 

have done it and are doing it in their community who 

look like them.

 Socio-economic development and 

empowerment

We feel it's time we step up and speak up and let 

people know who we are

 Role models for our children

“Poverty is a result of poor choices, not of poor luck” 

– Celso Cukierkorn”

Let us together be a generation that make change 

happen by consciously disrupting the status-quo Image

I'll like to answer these questions by addressing the 

following:

1.  The need for CNP

2.  Our Vision; Mission and Core values 

What is the need for CNP?

What do we aim to achieve?

3.  Strategies for implementing our goals

4.   What we ask of every Nigerian.

Congratulations to everyone here today, because 

today; WE MAKE A CHANGE;  WE ARE FOCUSED 

ON MOVING FROM THE STATUS QUO AND 

TOGETHER WE TAKE THE FIRST STEPS TO 

PROMOTE OUR NIGERIAN COMMUNITY IN 

CANADA.

Welcome;

My name is Adejisola Atiba and I'll like to share with 

you the origin of this organization.

Invited guests, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, 

on behalf of The Council of Nigerian Professional Inc 

(CNP) welcome to our inaugural ceremony. 

People have been asking ….. Why CNP?

CNP was registered as a not for prot, non-

denominational and non-governmental organization, 

committed to the socio economic empowerment of 

Nigerians in Ontario on August 31st, 2018.

INAUGURAL SPEECH OF COUNCIL OF NIGERIAN 
PROFESSIONALS INC. (CNP)

@ HOMEWOOD SUITES BY HILTON, ETOBICOKE ON. 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018 

Thirdly

   Networking

SECONDLY

These two words comes in different shades and 

sizes, it means different things to different people, 

we want to work together to make that change. 

Empowerment starts with education and proactively 

acquiring knowledge

 Excellence – we have to cultivate a culture of 

continuous learning, be exible, agile and open 

minded

  Transparency – be authentic

  Accountability – Have tough conversations and 

hold ourselves accountable

How do we hope to achieve all these goals?

Our implementation plans includes but not limited to

CNP hopes to bridge that gap and have a registry to 

showcase our businesses.

Mission

Our Core Values

   Events like this

  Integrity – Our word is our honor, we stand and 

abide by it.

  Diversity and Inclusion – we are non-

denominational and so we encourage everyone 

to be a part of building up our community

Our VISION

Is all about empowering people and improving lives

CNP aim To provide a platform for Nigeria 

Professionals to network, receive, required 

information and grow to become respectable  

Canadian citizen.

   Seminars

   Developing our skills with workshops and 

various types of engagements

The Fourth and final reason for CNP

If you see yourself as been passionate as I am; 

willing to roll up your sleeves and make our home a 

better place for all of us, then I will implore you not to 

THINK THINK about what CNP can do for you, but 

about what you can do for CNP. THINK about how 

we can rise up together, and Think about how we 

can be better together and THINK about how we can 

make things work together. And so I ask you to be a 

part of a generation that is open to change.

Also on that note, it is important we support our 

Nigerian businesses; take the Jewish community for 

instance, they consciously support each other. I 

learnt that 99.99% of the time, they will support their 

businesses before allowing their funds to go to any 

other non-Jewish businesses. We read all the time 

how successful they are. They are less that 1% of 

world population yet according to Forbes recent 

ranking of the world's top billionaires, 12% of them 

are Jews.

For others they may not know where to go to nd 

such a business. 

And this is where we'll need ideas from everyone as 

to what topics or areas you'll like to know more about 

and we also need to know what skills, knowledge 

and expertise you bring to this organization so that 

we can share with others 

Let's be open minded and support each other for a 

brighter and better tomorrow. I'll like to share this 

inspirational quote with you all.

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 

deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 

measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most 

frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who am I to be 

brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who 

are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your 

playing small does not serve the world. There is 

nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other 

people won't feel insecure around you. We are all 

meant to shine, as children do. We were born to 

make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's 

not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let 

our own light shine, we unconsciously give other 

people permission to do the same. As we are 

liberated from our own fear, our presence 

automatically liberates others.” Marianne Williamson

I leave you with these words, if not us, then who; if 

not now, then when? – John Lewis

I know some of us might have had negative 

experience but that should not make us paint 

everyone with the same brush. 

You and I
#CNPSTRONGERTOGETHER

One of my colleagues will expand more on these 

and next steps And Finally

Some say we can't be trusted and I am rst to say 

that if that is an English word, then it is a global 

phenomenon. 

31INSPIRE MAGAZINE30 INSPIRE MAGAZINE



INAUGURATION 

OF COUNCIL OF 

NIGERIAN 

PROFESSIONALS 
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PICTURES

INSPIRE 4 PICTURE 
GOOD SHEPERD PROGRAM
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INSPIRE 4 PICTURE
TIE-PICNIC VOLLEYBALL 

SUNDAY SERVICE
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